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PILBARA UNDERGROUND POWER NETWORK 

631. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Regional Development: 

Work has commenced on the Pilbara underground power network. The first stage is underway in Karratha, 
thanks to this government’s royalties for regions program. Can the minister please update the house on how 
many sites have been identified in the pilot program that will have cable power installed, what this project means 
for the quality of power supply for Karratha, and what this means for Karratha’s expected future growth? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

I thank the member for North West for the question, and for his ongoing and sustained advocacy on behalf of the 
good people of the Pilbara to at last deliver the infrastructure needs that have been neglected for so, so long. It is 
very, very interesting that since the member for North West has come over to the good side, there have been 
constant rolling announcements of infrastructure programs to deliver services into the Pilbara.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I normally judge the level of concern by the level of interjection. But the member for North 
West can be quite comfortable. They call him the mailman up in the Pilbara, because he delivers day after day 
after day. I notice that the member for North West has put on a few pounds. I think he has put on a few pounds 
because there are so many afternoon teas to celebrate new announcements in the Pilbara. Scones with jam and 
cream! We really have to get some healthy food for these announcements, and I think that is what I am going to 
do—I am going to get healthy food for the Pilbara announcements from now on, because there are just so many 
of them! 

The member for North West is right. The $130 million underground power project for the Pilbara is now 
officially underway, with the launch of earthworks in Karratha in the first week of October this year. There is 
funding of $100 million from the royalties for regions fund, and $30 million from the Shires of Roebourne and 
Ashburton, and the Town of Port Hedland. The project will replace ageing overhead electricity infrastructure 
with underground networks in Karratha, Roebourne, South Hedland and Onslow. Obviously, the undergrounding 
of power in the Pilbara is very, very important. In the metropolitan area, these are key projects that are 
undertaken. But in the Pilbara, they have added importance, because every time a cyclone comes through the 
Pilbara region, the power infrastructure is taken out, and it costs a fortune to put that back up, as well as the 
safety aspect and the reliability aspect.  

The project will improve power reliability for 13 000 residential homes and businesses. It will double the power 
capacity to Karratha through a distribution voltage upgrade. This upgrade is very important as we embark upon 
the Pilbara Cities vision by looking at higher density in Karratha, and by allowing high-rise buildings, with the 
Finbar project, the first high-rise project in Karratha and in the Pilbara, and hopefully many more. The upgrade 
to the distribution voltage system will allow for that density and for the growth of Pilbara Cities to occur. It will 
also obviously reduce network maintenance costs. I have actually been in Karratha in the hours following a 
cyclone. Cyclones are obviously very distressing and wreak a huge amount of damage in this area. By 
undergrounding the power system, obviously we will avoid that. Also, really importantly, it will enhance the 
appearance and aesthetics of Pilbara communities, making them more liveable for residents and more attractive 
for investors, as we drive towards 50 000 people in Karratha and 50 000 people in Hedland in the future. 

In Karratha, the project will be managed by Horizon Power, which is doing a great job. The construction contract 
was awarded to O’Donnell Griffin. The first works will be in Bulgarra and Pegs Creek and will comprise 
120 properties in each. The Shire of Roebourne formally affirmed its commitment to the project at its August 
meeting. Its comments were that it would improve power quality and reliability, particularly during the cyclone 
season, and make a massive contribution to the appearance of the town.  

As members of Parliament would know, cabinet will be held in Karratha next Monday. A range of events are 
being put on by the community. That will be a real celebration of the focus of this government on the 
development and growth of the Pilbara. I think members will be absolutely amazed by the transformation of 
Karratha and the whole Pilbara community under the leadership of a government that is truly focusing on 
regional development, not just talking about it. 
 


